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religious order in which this book was much censured, as if it had allowed
of gallantry and scurrilous jests, and approved of balls and comedies,
which was very far from the saint's doctrine. A preacher of that order
had the rashness and presumption to declaim bitterly against the book
in a public sermon, to cut it in pieces, and burn it in the very pulpit. The
saint bore this outrage without the least resentment, so perfectly was he
dead to self-love. This appears more wonderful to those who know how
jealous authors are of their works, as the offspring of their reason and
judgment, of which men are of all things the fondest. His book of " The
Love of God " cost him much more reading, study, and meditation. In
it he paints his own soul. The general of the Carthusians had wrote to
him upon his Introduction, advising him to write no more, because nothing
else could equal that book. But seeing this, he bade him never cease
writing, because his latter works always surpassed the former; and James I
was so delighted with the book that he expressed a great desire to see the
author, This being told the saint, he cried out, " Ah! who will give me
the wings of a dove, and I will fly to the king, into that great island, formerly
the country of saints, but now overwhelmed with the darkness of error.
If the duke will permit me, I will arise, and go to that great Ninive; I
will speak to the king, and will announce to him, with the hazard of my
life, the word of the Lord." In effect, he solicited the Duke of Savoy's
consent, but could never obtain it.1 That jealous sovereign feared lest
he should be drawn in to serve another state, or sell to some other his
right to Geneva, on which account he often refused him leave to go to
preach in France, when invited by many cities. His other works are
sermons, which are not finished as they were preached, except perhaps
that on the " Invention of the Cross/' We have also his " Preparation
for Mass"; his "Instructions for Confessors"; a collection of his
"Maxims, Pious Breathings, and Sayings," wrote by the Bishop of
Bellay; some " Fragments "; and his " Entertainments to his Nuns of
the Visitation," in which he recommends to them the most perfect interior
self-denial, a disengagement of affections from all things temporal, and
obedience. The institution of that order may be read in the ** Life of
B. Frances ChantaL" St Francis designing his new order to be such,
that all, even the sickly and weak, might be admitted into it, he chose for
it the rule of St Austin, as commanding few extraordinary bodily austerities,
and would have it possess funds and settlements in common, to prevent
being carried off from the interior life by anxious cares about necessaries.
But then he requires from each person so strict a practice of poverty as
to allow no one the proprietary or even the long use of any thing, and
them every year to change chambers* beds, crosses, beads> and
no manner of account to be made of birth, wit, or

* Aug. Sates in Vit.